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The Communist International appeals to you to close your ranks more
.tightly around the popular-revolutionary party of the Kuomintang,
around the Communist party of China, and to continue the struggle that
was begun decades ago by the late leader of the Kuomintang.

The two men who rose to leadership of the Kuomintang after
Dr. Sun's death were Chiang Kai-shek and Wang Ching-wei.
Wang appeared to stand to the left of Chiang, but both adhered
to the maxim of collaboration with Russia. Borodin used to say
that "all must obey General Chiang." Chiang, in turn, stated that
Dr. Sun had told him, "Borodin's advice is my advice."

The two leaders continued to follow Dr. Sun's policy. Said
Chiang Kai-shek: "Our alliance with the Soviet Union, with the
world revolution, is actually an alliance with all the revolutionajy
parties which are fighting in common against the world imperialists,
to carry out the world revolution." Wang Ching-wei went even
further: "If we wish to fight against the imperialists, we must not
turn against the Communists."

Collaboration between Chiang Kai-shek and Borodin was close;
Chiang's army was reorganized with Russian money and by Rus-
sian instructors. In a series of battles between the Kuomintang
Army and armies of other southern Chinese generals, the superior-
ity of the new military organization became evident. In the course
of 1925 the territory held by the Canton government was con-
siderably increased.

The program now consisted of expanding Kuomintang control
over central and northern China. This ambitious idea animated
leaders of both the Kuomintang and Moscow. If the dream came
true, China's national aspkations would be realized, and Moscow
would gain for a faithful ally a government of a great nation led
and advised from Moscow. Chiang Kai-shek seems to have been
more impatient to start the big campaign than was the more cau-
tious Borodin. The latter wanted first to see a well-equipped, re-
organized army able to fight its northern rivals. It was not until
June, 1926, that the campaign started which was commonly re-
ferred to as the Northern Expedition. It proved easier and more
successful than had been expected in Moscow.

But before Chiang Kai-shek began the campaign an incident oc~